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cannot be denied that as a class they were a well-
educated, thrifty, and excellent people and far
superior to the rough German peasants who fol-
lowed them in later years. This latter class was
often spoken of in Pennsylvania as "the church
people/' to distinguish them from "the sects," as
those of the earlier migration were called.

The church people, or peasantry of the later
migration, belonged usually to one of the two
dominant churches of Germany, the Lutheran or
the Reformed. Those of the Reformed Church
were often spoken of as Calvinists. This migra-
tion of the church people was not due to the ex-
ample of the Quakers but was the result of a new
policy which was adopted by the British Govern-
ment when Queen Anne ascended the throne in
1702, and which aimed at keeping the English
people at home and at filling the English colonies
in America with foreign Protestants hostile to
France and Spain.

Large numbers of these immigrants were "re-
demptioners," as they were called; that is to say,
they were persons who had been obliged to sell
themselves to the shipping agents to pay for their
passage. On their arrival in Pennsylvania the
captain sold them to the colonists to pay the